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S e cr et ar y P o m p e o a n d A cti n g S e cr et ar y W olf:  
 
W e writ e t o as k t h e D e p art m e nts of St at e a n d H o m el a n d S e c urit y t o t a k e i m m e di at e a cti o n t o 
e ns ur e t h at r ef u g e es a n d S p e ci al I m mi gr a nt  Vis a ( SI V) r e ci pi e nts a p pr o v e d f or r es ettl e m e nt i n 
t h e U nit e d St at es ar e n ot n e e dl essl y h ar m e d a mi dst t his gr o wi n g C O VI D -1 9 p a n d e mi c. 
S p e cifi c all y, w e ur g e y o u t o e x er cis e y o ur dis cr eti o n, c o nsist e nt wit h e a c h of y o ur D e p art m e nt’s 
p oli ci es, t o a ut o m ati c all y e xt e n d t h e v ali dit y p eri o ds of all a p pr o v e d s p e ci al i m mi gr a nt vis as a n d 
ot h er r ef u g e e -r el at e d d o c u m e nts d uri n g t h e c o urs e of t his crisis.  
 
R ef u g e es ar e a m o n g t h e m ost v ul n er a bl e p o p ul ati o ns d uri n g t his gl o b al C O VI D -1 9 p a n d e mi c. 
R ef u g e es oft e n li v e i n o v er -cr o w d e d c a m ps or ur b a n sl u ms wit h littl e t o n o a c c ess t o m e di c al 
c ar e or b asi c n e c essiti es li k e s o a p a n d r u n ni n g w at er. 1  SI V r e ci pi e nts –  m a n y of w h o m h a v e 
ris k e d t h eir li v es assisti n g t h e U. S. milit ar y i n c o m b at z o n es –  ar e si mil arl y v ul n er a bl e t o t h e 
i m p a cts of t his crisis.2  N o w, m a n y r ef u g e es a n d SI V r e ci pi e nts a p pr o v e d f or r es ettl e m e nt i n t h e 
U. S.  h a v e b e e n l eft i n a g o ni zi n g li m b o as C O VI D -1 9 h as r es ult e d i n a br u pt a n d i n d efi nit e tr a v el 
r estri cti o ns, i n cl u di n g t h e c a n c ell ati o n of fli g hts ar o u n d t h e w orl d. 3  
 
T h er ef or e, f or r ef u g e es a n d SI V r e ci pi e nts a p pr o v e d f or tr a v el t o t h e U. S. , w e ur g e y o u t o 
a ut o m ati c all y e xt e n d t h e v ali dit y p eri o ds of a p pr o v e d vis as, p ar ol e a n d r e e ntr y p er mits, r ef u g e e 
tr a v el d o c u m e nts, s e c urit y c h e c ks, a n d a n y ot h er e ss e nti al d o c u m e nts n e c es s ar y f or e ntr y i nt o t h e 
U. S.  u ntil all Pr esi d e nti al Pr o cl a m ati o ns r estri cti n g tr a v el t o t h e U. S. ar e r e s ci n d e d a n d t h er e h as 

                                                 
1  H a n n a h B e e c h a n d B e n H u b b ar d, “ U n pr e p ar e d f or t h e W or st: W orl d’s M o st V ul n er a bl e Br a c e f or Vir us, ” N. Y. 
Ti m es, M ar c h 2 6, 2 0 2 0, htt p s:// w w w. n yti m e s. c o m/ 2 0 2 0/ 0 3/ 2 6/ w orl d/ asi a/ c or o n a vir us -r ef u g e e s-c a m p s -
b a n gl a d es h. ht ml .  
2  Af g h a nist a n i s br a ci n g f or a l ar g e o ut br e a k a mi d wi d e s pr e a d r et ur ns of Af g h a n r ef u g e es i n Ir a n; U. S. tr o o p s i n 
Af g h a ni st a n r e p ort wi d es pr e a d C O VI D -1 9 s y m pt o ms. A g ni es z k a Pi k uli c k a -Wil c z e ws k a, “' W e'r e n ot r e a d y': 
c or o n a vir us l o o ms o v er t h e fr a gil e Af g h a n h e alt h s yst e m, ” T h e G u ar di a n, M ar c h 3 0, 2 0 2 0, 
htt p s:// w w w.t h e g u ar di a n. c o m/ gl o b al -d e v el o p m e nt/ 2 0 2 0/ m ar/ 3 0/ w er e -n ot -r e a d y-c or o n a vir us -l o o ms-o v er -t h e-fr a gil e-
af g h a n -h e alt h -s yst e m; P a ul D. S hi n k m a n, “ U. S. Q u ar a nti n es Tr o o p s i n Af g h a nist a n A mi d C or o n a vir us F all o ut, ” 
U. S. N e ws a n d W orl d R e p ort, M ar c h 1 9, 2 0 2 0, htt p s:// w w w. us n e ws. c o m/ n e ws/ n ati o n al -n e ws/ arti cl es/ 2 0 2 0 -0 3 -
1 9/ us -q u ar a nti n es -tr o o p s-i n-af g h a ni st a n -a mi d -c or o n a vir us -f all o ut. 
3  M a y a R a o, “ R ef u g e es i n Li m b o as Fli g hts C a n c el e d, ” St ar -Tri b u n e, M ar c h 2 6, 2 0 2 0, 
htt p s:// w w w. st artri b u n e. c o m/r ef u g e es -i n-li m b o-as -fli g hts-c a n c el e d/ 5 6 9 0 5 9 0 0 2/ . 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/26/world/asia/coronavirus-refugees-camps-bangladesh.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/26/world/asia/coronavirus-refugees-camps-bangladesh.html
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b e e n r e as o n a bl e ti m e f or t h es e i n di vi d u als t o tr a v el t o t h e U. S. R ef u g e es a n d SI V r e ci pi e nts h a v e 
all g o n e t hr o u g h a n e x h a ust i v e, ti m e-c o ns u mi n g pr o c ess t o s atisf y all r e q uir e m e nts f or a d missi o n 
t o t h e U. S.4  All o wi n g t h eir vis as a n d d o c u m e nts t o e x pir e b e c a us e of C O VI D -1 9 r el at e d tr a v el 
r estri cti o ns a n d i nt err u pti o ns –  a n d t h us c o m p elli n g t h e m t o g o t hr o u g h t h e ar d u o us pr o c ess o f 
r e a p pl yi n g –  w o ul d b e b ur d e ns o m e a n d u n n e c ess ar y, c a usi n g t h e m r e n e w e d h ar ds hi p.  
 
I n d e e d, t h e St at e D e p art m e nt’s F or ei g n Aff airs M a n u al st at es t h at vis as c a n b e e xt e n d e d or 
r e pl a c e d w h e n a n i n di vi d u al is n ot a bl e t o utili z e a vis a d uri n g its v ali dit y f or “r e as o ns b e y o n d 
t h e a p pli c a nt’s c o ntr ol a n d f or w hi c h t h e a p pli c a nt is n ot r es p o nsi bl e ” –  pr e cis el y t h e sit u ati o n 
w e ar e f a ci n g t o d a y. 5  T h e D e p art m e nt of H o m el a n d S e c urit y’ s U. S. Citi z e ns hi p a n d I m mi gr ati o n 
S er vi c es  ( U S CI S) si mil arl y p oss ess es t h e dis cr e ti o n t o e xt e n d t h e v ali dit y of d o c u m e nts f or t h os e 
“ aff e ct e d b y a n at ur al c at astr o p h e or ot h er e xtr e m e sit u ati o n. ” 6   
 
T h er ef or e, w e str o n gl y ur g e y o ur d e p art m e nts t o i m m e di at el y a n d br o a dl y e x er cis e  t his 
dis cr eti o n –  wit h o ut r e q uiri n g a n y a d diti o n al fili n g s, a p pli c ati o ns, or f e es –  t o a ut o m ati c all y 
e xt e n d t h e v ali dit y p eri o ds of all a p pr o v e d vis as, r ef u g e e tr a v el d o c u m e nts, s e c urit y c h e c ks, a n d 
ot h er ess e nti al d o c u m e nt s f or r ef u g e es a n d SI V r e ci pi e nts u ntil all Pr esi d e nti al Pr o cl a m ati o ns 
r estri cti n g tr a v el t o t h e U. S. ar e r es ci n d e d a n d t h er e h as b e e n r e as o n a bl e ti m e f or t h es e 
i n di vi d u als t o tr a v el t o t h e U. S . 
 
T a ki n g t his a cti o n w o ul d b e a s m all b ut i m p ort a nt st e p t o e ns ur e t h at t h e U nit e d St at es l e a ds b y 
e x a m pl e i n k e e pi n g its pr o mis es t o r ef u g e es a n d SI V r e ci pi e nts alr e a d y v ett e d a n d a p pr o v e d f or 
r es ettl e m e nt i n o ur c o u ntr y,  a n d pr e v e nt f urt h er h ar m t o t h es e p arti c ul arl y v ul n er a bl e 
p o p ul ati o ns.  
 
W e l o o k f or w ar d t o y o ur r es p o ns e.  
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4  S e e, e. g., R u p a S e n o y, F a mili es i n li m b o as r ef u g e e r es ettl e m e nt is s us p e n d e d d u e t o C O VI D -1 9, P RI, M ar c h 2 0, 
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6  U S CI S, S p e ci al Sit u ati o ns, l a st u p d at e d O ct. 2 5, 2 0 1 9, htt p s:// w w w. us ci s. g o v/ h u m a nit ari a n/s p e ci al -sit u ati o ns . 

https://www.pri.org/stories/2020-03-30/families-limbo-refugee-resettlement-suspended-due-covid-19
https://fam.state.gov/fam/09FAM/09FAM050410.html
https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/special-situations

