
 
August 11, 2022 

The Honorable Gary Peters 
Chairman 
Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee 
340 Senate Dirksen Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
 

Dear Chairman Peters: 

We write today regarding the need for the Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee to 
conduct immediate oversight of the unprecedented recent actions by the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI). 

On Monday, August 8, the FBI searched Mar-a-Lago, the Palm Beach, Florida home of Donald Trump, 
former president and potential political opponent of the current sitting president.  Although the search 
warrant is sealed, media reports have consistently tied this raid to alleged violations of the Presidential 
Records Act.1 Compliance with the Presidential Records Act is overseen by the National Archives and 
Records Administration (NARA), which is under jurisdiction of the Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs Committee.2 

President Trump and his lawyers had reportedly been in negotiations for months with NARA to resolve 
the matter and Justice Department (DOJ) officials had visited Mar-a-Lago just two months ago.3 The 
escalation from negotiations with the DOJ to the execution of a search warrant where boxes of 
documents were removed4 raises many significant questions. 

This event deserves Congress’s oversight.  As members of the Homeland Security and Governmental 
Affairs Committee we request that you arrange a briefing with the FBI, DOJ, and NARA about the 
nature of the search and precedent. Additional oversight measures will likely be necessary as details 
emerge.  

                                                            
1 Erin Doherty, Presidential Records Act and Trump search explained, Axios, https://www.axios.com/2022/08/09/trump-
presidential-records-fbi-warrant.  
2 Standing Rules of the Senate, XXV(k)(1). 
3 Sadie Gurman, Alex Leary, and Aruna Viswanatha, FBI Search of Trump Property Prompted by Concerns Over Sensitive 
Documents, The Wall Street Journal, https://www.wsj.com/articles/fbi-search-of-trumps-florida-home-mar-a-lago-is-
criticized-by-republicans-11660049490?mod=hp_lead_pos1.  
4 Maggie Haberman, Ben Protess, and Adam Goldman, Questions swirl about what exactly the F.B.I. was looking for, and 
why, The New York Times, https://www.nytimes.com/live/2022/08/09/us/trump-fbi-search-news/questions-swirl-about-
what-exactly-the-fbi-was-looking-for-and-why?smid=url-share.  
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Due to the weight of this matter Congress cannot be left guessing the intentions of the FBI and DOJ. 
This is unprecedented action and the FBI and DOJ must be fully transparent about their motivation and 
objectives. A members briefing must be held immediately.  

Thank you for your attention to this important matter and we look forward to your prompt response. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
         
James Lankford      Rick Scott 
Ranking Member      United States Senator 
Subcommittee on Government Operations 
and Border Management 
 
 


