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119TH CONGRESS 
2D SESSION S. ll 

To amend the Higher Education Act of 1965 to provide that educational 

programs classified as Theology and Religious Vocations or Philosophy 

and Religious Studies at educational institutions that qualify for the 

religious exemption under title IX of the Education Amendments of 

1972 are not subject to ineligibility for title IV assistance based on 

low earning outcomes. 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

llllllllll 

Mr. LANKFORD (for himself and Mr. CRUZ) introduced the following bill; 

which was read twice and referred to the Committee on 

llllllllll 

A BILL 

To amend the Higher Education Act of 1965 to provide 

that educational programs classified as Theology and 

Religious Vocations or Philosophy and Religious Studies 

at educational institutions that qualify for the religious 

exemption under title IX of the Education Amendments 

of 1972 are not subject to ineligibility for title IV assist-

ance based on low earning outcomes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-1

tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 2



2 
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 1

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Religious Education 2

Fairness Act’’. 3

SEC. 2. PROTECTION OF RELIGIOUS EXERCISE. 4

Section 454(c) of the Higher Education Act of 1965 5

(20 U.S.C. 1087d(c)) is amended— 6

(1) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘An edu-7

cational program’’ and inserting ‘‘Except as pro-8

vided in paragraph (8), an educational program’’; 9

and 10

(2) by adding at the end the following: 11

‘‘(8) PROTECTION OF RELIGIOUS EXERCISE.— 12

An educational program at an institution is not sub-13

ject to this subsection if the program is classified 14

under the ‘Theology and Religious Vocations’ or 15

‘Philosophy and Religious Studies’ under the Classi-16

fication of Instructional Programs maintained by the 17

National Center for Education Statistics at an insti-18

tution that qualifies for the religious exemption pro-19

vided under section 901(a)(3) of the of the Edu-20

cation Amendments of 1972 and section 106.12(c) 21

of title 34, Code of Federal Regulations (or a suc-22

cessor regulation).’’. 23
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